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Panel One: Chapter Six: Evaluating Your Sources 
 
Panel Two: FL with a book floating over her head.  She has both hands raised, palms facing 
up.  Over one hand floats a tiny trash can, over the other hand floats something that 
indicates approval/utility/inspiration – a light bulb, a thumbs up, etc.  Maybe even include a 
gauge in the background that indicates high vs. low quality and it would include everything 
in between, not just two points at either end of the scale. 
 
FL: Not all information is equal.  [br]  We’ve alluded to that a number of times, but we 
haven’t really talked about how to determine if a source is worth using in your research. 
There are good sources, bad sources, and in-between sources. And the quality of those 
sources can shift depending on the context of your own needs. [br]  So let’s talk about how 
to effectively examine a source and judge the quality of its information. 
 
Panel Three: Split panel.  In the first part, FL faces away from the Twitter icon, and toward a 
group of official government webpages, and government spokesperson in official suits or 
those emergency jackets with a government acronym on it (FEMA, ATF, etc.).  In the second 
part, FL has switched perspectives and now faces the Twitter icon, surrounded by a bunch 
of people, talking to each other, gossiping and gabbing incessantly. 
 
FL: This process can be relative:  depending on your research topic and the approach you’re 
taking, a source can be either good or bad.  [br]  For example, if I’m studying the local, state, 
and federal authorities’ responses to a natural disaster, the general public’s Twitter 
responses won’t necessarily provide the information I need.  I could look at the relevant 
government websites, and maybe even their Twitter feeds for quality information, but I’d 
have to be specific.  [br]  If, however, I want to research how information (or misinformation) 
is spread via Twitter during that disaster, I would definitely want to include the tweets of the 
general public in my study.  [br]  In the first case, the information found in those civilian 
tweets may not be relevant or accurate, but a change in perspective suddenly made them 
relevant and useful.  So as you can see, your point of view and research angle has a big 
impact on what kind of information you need. 
 
Panel Four: FL walking down a line of items, examining each one with a magnifying glass. 
We see an academic journal, popular magazine, books, webpage, person screaming on a 
street corner. 
 
FL: Examine each source you use, whether it’s from an academic journal, popular magazine, 
book, website, or a person yelling on the street corner.  Every piece of information needs to 
be evaluated; there are multiple factors contributing to a source’s usefulness.  



When evaluating any 
information immediately 
start asking questions:

What’s the source 
of the information?

No single question will fully 
determine whether or not infor-
mation is worth using, but they can 
all contribute to the evaluation process.

Where did the 
information come 

from?
Who produced it, 

sponsored it, and/or 
published it?

We need to know who’s responsible 
for the information so that we 
can determine, to some degree, 
whether or not it’s trustworthy:

Do the author and 
publisher have the authority 

to produce information on 
a given topic?

Who’s the 
author?

What organization is 
responsible for publishing 

it (in print or online)?

Does the author have the 
education, credentials, and 
expertise needed to create 
accurate and reliable infor-
mation? Does their experience 
align with the subject? Why 
are they qualified to write 

on this topic?

Hmmm. Science is 
fun, but I think I’ll 
write an article 
about pirates!

if there’s information offered 
about the author within the source 
itself, see if you can verify it, just 

to make sure (you might start with a 
university or organization’s website). 

Try to locate other works 
by the author. 

Do they have an 
established record 
of publication on 

the topic?

What makes the publication 
or website reliable, as well? 

Does it have a history of 
being a reliable source of 

information? 

is it peer-reviewed and/or 
academic resource, or is it 
more of a popular item? 

The title of the resource 
might provide some clues, 
as would the sponsors or 
publishers of the material.
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